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Crumbling Walls 


At the Jubilee Congress, July, 1955, the follow- 
ing words were spoken: 

“It is a cause of joy to us all that fellow 
Baptists who long have been prevented from at- 
tending our Congresses, are with us here today. 
Not since 1928 have we had any of our Russian 
brethren with us at a Congress. 
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na) The delegates 
t off from the Soviet Union cannot help but feel the hap- 
the} piness their presence brings us. 
“At the same time this question clamors for 
an answer: Why are our Polish and Czecho- 
Mrs} slovakian brethren not here? Where are our 
ard, fellow believers from Hungary, Romania and 
inf Bulgaria? And what about our brethren in 
ro} China? May we not hope that the coming of 
hey} our friends from the Soviet Union, and likewise 
ling} the presence here of five delegates from Eastern 
Germany, with the permission of their govern- 
tej] Ment, may mean that the unnatural barriers 
(j Separating nations from nations and Christians 
ns a have started to crack and crum- 
e? 
Less than two weeks after the close of that 
f 4} Congress, a group of four Baptists from the 
red} U.S.A..—Adams, Hargroves, Jackson and Ohrn— 
ved) all of them members of the BWA Executive Com- 


|| mittee, were welcomed at the Leningrad airport 
ni:| by our Russian brethren headed by President 
id-| Zhidkov and General Secretary Karev of the All- 
ais} Union Council. 
Unless totally unexpected events should occur, 

a party of five Russian Baptists will arrive in New 
ll York on May 18 for a return visit. 
4) The walls of unnatural partition between na- 
m-} tions are crumbling, however slowly. These bar- 
| riers are not simply those of government re- 
I} strictions on travel. Peoples are largely divided 
ne} because of lack of knowledge of each other. 
d} But is it not true that the breaking down of walls 
’¢f may lead to wider knowledge and mutual under- 
standing, and this in turn to further abolishment 
of divisions? 

As Christians we know unity in Christ. But 
this does not mean Baptists are all alike. Ours 
isa unity in diversity. We should not expect our 
brethren from Russia to be replicas of the Bap- 
tists of the West. What we may expect is a rich 
experience of oneness in Jesus Christ as they 
visit our churches and conventions and bring 
greetings from our fellow believers. Welcome! 





—_ = «a = Gn 







incorporating BVA Youth News 


EDITORS: Arnold T. Ohrn, Robert S. Denny, Marjorie Moore Armstrong 


Washington, D. C., U.S.A 
yor 3, Number 5 


Meet A BWA Vice-President 


Jakov Ivanovitch Zhid- 
kov, president of the All- 
Union Council of Evan- 
gelical Christian Baptists, 
was elected one of the 
BWA vice-presidents at 
the Congress in London, 
July, 1955. He was not 
the first Russian to be so 
elected. Ivan S. Prok- 
hanov was one of the five 
vice-presidents chosen at 
the Stockholm Congress 
for the period 1923-28. 
(Prior to this Baron Uix- 
kiull served as a vice-president from 1905 to 1911, 
and Prokhanov from 1911 to 1923, but in those 
days each country appointed a vice-president of 
the Alliance, and the vice-presidents were not 
members of the Executive Committee.) 

Jakov Zhidkov, now a man in his early seven- 
ties, has been a member of the Moscow Church 
for more than fifty years. He still serves as the 
senior pastor of that church. His early religious 
background is that of the Molokans. He joined 
the Baptist group called Evangelical Christians, 
who, together with the organization called the 
Baptist Union, became members of the Alliance 
from the beginning. In August, 1944, the two 
organizations united into the Union of Evangelical 
Christian Baptists, with Zhidkov as president. He 
is a wise and strong leader, greatly respected and 
beloved by his brethren. 

On May 18, Brother Zhidkov is expected to ar- 
rive in the U.S.A. for a month’s visit, along with 
Nikolai Levindanto, vice-president of the All- 
Union Council; Alexander Karev, general secre- 
tary; Ilya Ivanov, treasurer; and Miss Claudia 
Tyrtova, who assists them in the Moscow office. 

This will be Zhidkov’s first visit to the United 
States. It will be his third visit to Baptists in the 
Western world. In 1954, he took part in the 
Rattvik conference in Sweden; in 1955 he at- 
tended the London congress. 

The four Baptists who went to Moscow in Au- 
gust, 1955, visited him in his villa outside the city 
where he lives with his wife, a married son and 
his wife and two children. 
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BWA President Visits West Indies 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams of Richmond, Virginia, 
returned April 26 from a two-weeks’ tour of 
Puerto Rico, Haiti, and Jamaica in the West In- 
dies southeast of the United States. 

“I was deeply impressed,” he said, “with the 
vitality and faith of our Baptist people in all 
three of the countries. They are embarking on 
new programs of evangelism and stewardship. 
The Baptists of Haiti 
are having a remark- 
able number of bap- 
tisms.” 

On the Sunday be- 
fore Dr. Adams vis- 
ited Limbe a total of 
220 persons were bap- 
tized, and on the Sun- 
day following, 100 
were scheduled for 
baptism. He toured 
Haiti by jeep, and 
traveled over much of 
Jamaica by car. He 
was received with a 
delegation of Baptists 
by the governor of 
Puerto Rico and by 
the president of Haiti. 
The governor of Ja- 
maica gave a special 
dinner for the BWA 
president. 

“All of these of- 
ficials spoke in the 


official in Sweden, he flew to Stockholm and haj 
plenty of opportunity to interview Secretary Karey 
in German. As a result he and Dr. F. Townley 
Lord and Dr. E. A. Payne were invited to visit 
Russia in 1954, and subsequently the Americap 
Baptist leaders had an invitation, which resulted 
in their visit in August, 1955. 


“Every little bit helps,” mused Dr. Lewis, “in 
the effort to open Russia to the outside world,” 


First BWA Youth Committee 


highest terms of the 
contribution of the 
Baptists to their coun- 
tries,” Dr. Adams re- 
ported. He left his 
home April 10, and 
returned the night be- 
fore the big opening 
breakfast for the 
Billy Graham Cru- 


Eleven men and one woman were appointed in 1923 as “the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Baptist Young People’s Union”—the forerunner of the 
BWA Youth Committee. Dr. Henry Prochazka of Czechoslovakia was absent 
when the photograph was made. The other members, as identified in the 1923 
Record of Proceedings, were: 

Seated: S. Saito, Japan; Miss B. A. Fetzer, Germany; E. E. Hayward, England; 
J. Asa White, U.S.A. (Chicago); Gunnar Westin, Sweden; N. S. McKechnie, 
Canada. 

Standing: M. D. Timoshenko, Russia; Frank H. Leavell, U.S.A. (Nashville) ; 
P. Chiminelli, Italy; Arnold T. Ohrn, Norway; J. Lee Lewis, Burma and the 


sade in Richmond. 


Lewises Now Residents of Washington 


Arriving on the Queen Elizabeth April 17, Dr. 
and Mrs. W. O. Lewis, who have made their 
home in London since 1948, have returned to the 
United States to live and are temporarily occupy- 
ing the guest suite in the Baptist Building, 1628 
16th Street, N.W., Washington 9, D.C. 

The BWA contact with Russian Baptists since 
World War II can be attributed partly to Dr. 
Lewis’ alertness. In 1953 he noticed a brief 
item in the London Times that certain Russian 
Baptists were then in Stockholm. Receiving no 
reply to his cablegram to the responsible Baptist 


U.S.A. 
Africa 


Maternity Center Dedicated in Nigeria 


“We are dedicating a building formerly used 
for motherless babies to mothers so that there will 
be no more motherless babies,” declared Dr. 
Martha J. Gilliland on February 9 when the new 
maternity center was opened at Ogbomosho, Ni- 
geria, West Africa, under auspices of the South- 
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 

Mrs. William Jester, a nurse, was chiefly re- 
sponsible for the center. In 1946 when she went 
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to work in Ogbomosho, after 18 years’ service in 
a well-equipped maternity home in Tanganyika 
and Kenya, East Africa, she found only five beds 
in the hospital in a city of 130,000 people which 
were available for maternity cases. She was on 
duty time and time again when dying mothers 
arrived at the hospital too late for proper medi- 
cal care; she helped deliver stillborn babies of 
mothers who had lost eight or ten children for 
lack of care, improper care, or wrong medicines. 
In 1954 she helped make plans to renovate the 
old baby building of the hospital and convert it 
to the services of maternity work. 

Remodeling began in March, 1955. Jacob 
Bolarinwa, Samuel Fagbure and Ayo Ojo, car- 
penters and painter, did the work and the center 
was ready for use when Mrs. Jester returned from 


furlough. 
Mission Work to Be Expanded 


The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
of Richmond, Virginia, adopted the recommen- 
dation of its Committee for Africa, Europe, and 
the Near East on April 11, for expansion in sev- 
eral areas of Africa. 

Following a tour of these areas by the secre- 
tary for that region, Dr. George W. Sadler, during 
early 1956, the Board authorized evangelistic and 
medical work in Tanganyika, the entry of mission- 
aries into Northern Rhodesia, serious consideration 
of a first-rate, degree-giving college in Nigeria, 
and assistance to Egyptian Baptists to buy a lot 
in Cairo for a house of worship. 


Nigeria, which now has four Baptist hospitals, 


' aleprosy work among 1,500 people, 50,000 church 


members, 75,000 pupils in Baptist-sponsored 
schools, and a staff of 192 missionaries, had ex- 
pected independence in 1956. The north is 
chiefly Moslem, with Baptist work located pri- 
marily in the South. 


Ibadan University in central Nigeria will em- 
ploy qualified teachers from abroad. A govern- 
ment-sponsored school, the student body is in- 
ternational, and the administration needs Chris- 
tian men ~nd women for vacancies which are ex- 
pected in October, 1956. 


Southern Rhodesian Baptist seminary began its 
second annual session February 1, with an enrol- 
ment of 20. Eight are second-year students, seven 
are first-year, and five are the wives of ministerial 
students. The school is twelve miles from Gwelo. 


The Belgian Congo has had a three-months’ 
visit from Mrs. Anna Canada Swain, editor of 
the “Ecumenical Fellowship Notes” of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. She visited American and 
British Baptists, the Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and Swedish Covenant people. 


Asia 


Baptist Women of Asia Organize 


The Baptist Women’s Union of the Pacific and 
Southeast Asia came into existence April 4-8 
when 60 Baptist women leaders from nine Asian 
countries met in Japan. Mrs. George R. Martin, 
chairman of the BWA Women’s Department, led 
in the movement and was present for the con- 
ference. Under the theme “Workers Together” 
the women met at the Amagi Sanso retreat on 
the Izu Peninsula southeast of Tokyo. 

The officers elected are: Mrs. Remedios Vaflor, 
the Philippines, chairman; Mrs. Edna Wong, Hong 
Kong, vice-chairman; Mrs. Ayako Hino, Japan, 
secretary; Mrs. Akiko Matsumura, Japan, treas- 
urer; and Mrs. Lucy Wu Hsu, Formosa, member 
at large. 

Women from Burma, Malaya, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Formosa, Okinawa, Korea, Hawaii, 
and Japan attended, representing the Baptist 
women of sixteen Asian nations. 


Young Baptists of Burma Spurred by Gift 


The Asiatic Youth Leadership Conference to 
be held in Hong Kong in late August will have 
three representatives from Burma: Maung Maung 
Han, secretary of the Burma Baptist Christian 
Endeavor Union; Saw Clifford Kyaw Dwe, secre- 
tary of the Karen Baptist Christian Endeavor 
Union and Peter Loo, a Chinese Baptist youth 
leader studying at the Baptist Divinity School, 
Insein. 

“We first thought we would be able to send 
only two delegates, but when we heard that the 
Texas Baptist student group has allocated $275 
to help us, we are glad to inform you that we will 
have three representatives at the conference,” 
writes Clifford Kyaw Dwe. 

The American Baptist Foreign Mission Societies 
sponsor Christian missions in Burma. 


Tenth Birthday Observed by Circars 


The Convention of Baptist Churches of the 
Northern Circars, which was launched in the year 
of India’s political independence, met in January, 
1956, at Akividu, West Godavari, to celebrate ten 
years of service. Canadian Baptist missionaries 
sponsored the formation of this organization and 
were present for the convention. 

January is the month of school holidays in In- 
dia, and also of Pongal, the great Hindu festival. 
Empty school buildings housed delegates. On the 
boarding school compound a bamboo-and-palm- 
leaf pandal was erected for a dining room, and 
the local Christians served all the meals, as well 
as morning coffee. The Rev. Waldo Penner, presi- 
dent, conducted the business sessions, with the 
reports from the Convention’s eight boards and 
numerous committees. Telegu and English were 





the languages used. The longest discussions had 
to do with education, due to recent Government 
requirements. The most vivid messages were 
from the home missionaries at work in Aruku 
Valley and the Chintapilli area. 


Kuala Lumpur Receives Baptist Visitor 


En route to Australia Dr. E. A. Payne, gen- 
eral secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, visited Malaya and the Royal 
Air Force Stations in the Far East Command. He 
was given the rank of Air Vice Marshal by the 
Air Ministry. He arrived from Hong Kong on 
Friday, January 20, and remained until Sunday, 
holding conferences with the chaplains and mis- 
sionaries, and preaching in the churches, in and 
near Kuala Lumpur. 


Christian education and church school promo- 
tion in Japan will receive a boost as the result of 
a visit by W. L. Howse of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board and Andrew Q. Allen of 
the Texas Baptist Convention, both specialists in 
this field. They spoke in Tokyo, Kyoto, Kobe, 
Osaka, Hiroshima, Kokura, and Fukuoka in April. 


Korean Baptists have launched a publication. 
The Baptist Press, with Jang Ilsoo as president 
and Central P.O. Box 51, Seoul, Korea, as the 
address. A monthly, published in English lJan- 


guage, it is printed, illustrated with photographs, 
and designed to reach “all the Baptist brothers 
in the world.” To maintain the paper, a sub- 
scription price of $5.00 a year is necessary, ac- 
cording to Jai Byoung Kim, general secretary 
of the Korea Baptist Convention. 


Australasia 


Australian Baptists Organized 125 Years Ago 


On April 22, the Baptist Unions of Australia 
observed the 125th anniversary of the birth of 
the Baptist denomination in that part of the 
world. The Rev. J. McKaeg and a small band of 
men and women “of the Baptist persuasion” met 
in the long room of the Rose and Crown Inn in 
Sydney for praise and worship on April 24, in 
1831. The place of worship was primitive. As 
described by the minister in a letter: 

“At night you enter the gate almost in the 
dark, feeling your way across the stable-yard 
of an Inn, surrounded, not only with all the racket 
peculiar to carriages, horses and men in such 
places, but you have to work your passage up 
by steps, not of a stair, but those of a ladder, and 
even then, at the far end you will find the com- 
fort of your situation principally at the mercy 
of the wind and weather, and yet this is the place 
to which multitudes resort to hear the word of 
God. Therefore, we want not only a Chapel, but 


such a Chapel as will contain all that will come.” 

An appeal to the Baptist Missionary Society of 
London resulted in the selection of the Rey, 
John Saunders to succeed Mr. McKaeg. The new 
pastor with his bride Elizabeth sailed in the 
George Hibbert, carrying 144 female convicts 
from London, arriving in Sydney December 1, 
1834. Only twenty-seven years old, the newcomer 
set to work building the first Baptist church in 
Australia, on land granted by the governor. To 
his congregation he proclaimed, “We do not 
exist to restore a past, but to create a future 
which shall embody the greatness of the past.” 

Australian Baptists hope to place a_ bronze 
plaque on the wall of the building which stands 
on the site of the old Rose and Crown Inn, and 
when the St. Andrew’s Cathedral is extended 
over the site of the old Bathurst Street Church 
which Saunders built, a marker will remind Aus. 
tralians that the first Baptist church in Australia 
occupied that spot from 1836 to 1937. 


Easter Youth Camps Bring Revival 


At Rockingham, West Australia, during the 
Easter Youth Camp, a spontaneous spiritual ex- 
perience was reported by the camp secretary, E. S. 
Bailey, in the Australian Baptist. 

“Sunday night after a day of witnessing and 
praise, following supper, three young people re- 
sponded to the Lord after the camp father, the 
Rev. Max Wells, had spoken. I was expected to 
lead more choruses but felt powerless to say a 
word. The young people began to leave the mess 
hut to wash their cups. 

“On an impulse I shouted ‘Is that all you want? 
Are you satisfied with ending the meeting?’ 

““No!’ they answered, and there was only one 
thing to do—bring them all back inside. It was 
10:10 P.M. All 175 campers were present and 
the Holy Spirit worked through the testimonies 
given and praises sung. A young lady stood 
and confessed that she was guilty of criticism of 
a fellow church member who was there, and she 
begged forgiveness. This prompted others to seek 
out those they had wronged, and soon prayer 
groups were formed all over the grounds. The 
camp mother and camp father had the opportu- 
nity to lead young men and women to Christ. 
The last person to be counseled retired at 2:30 
A.M. Monday—a little tired, but with a song of 
praise on her lips.” 


Dr. C. J. Tinsley, pastor emeritus of Stanmore 
Baptist Church, New South Wales, Australia, was 
honored with a reception March 3 on the oc- 
casion of his 81st birthday and the 60th anni- 
versary of his entering the ministry. He at- 
tended the Berlin, Atlanta, and Copenhagen con- 
gresses. He and Mrs. Tinsley live in Homebush, 
N.S.W. ; 
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Europe 


‘Every Baptist a Missionary” in Russia 


Dr. Joel Sorenson, BWA Youth Committee 
chairman, was a member of the third official 
Baptist delegation to visit the U.S.S.R. since 
World War II. From March 23 to April 4 he 
and five other Swedish Baptists visited Moscow, 
Riga in Latvia, Tallin, Haapsalu and Mustvee 
in Estonia, and Leningrad. 

“Our experiences in the Baltic states were 
deeply moving,” writes Dr. Sorenson. “We were 
the first Swedish delegation to visit this part of 
the Soviet Union since the war and the first 
Baptists to share in the fellowship with these 
Baptists after the political change. We found 
the churches crowded. In Riga we preached in 
two of the five Baptist churches: Matthew Church 
ad Calvary Church. In Tallin, the larger of 
the two Baptist churches has 1,600 members and 
uses the 700-year-old Oleviste church. We cele- 
brated Easter there, preaching in three services 
vith about 4,000 persons attending each. 

“The music was unforgettable, particularly the 
choirs. In Riga we heard a choir of 120 voices 
rendering Tschaikovsky, Wagner and Mozari. In 
Qlewiste we heard two choirs of 150 each. ‘The 
Heavens Declare His Glory’ and the Hallelujah 
(horus certainly expressed the heart of the Bap- 
tists in this part of the country.” 

Dr. Sorenson reported meeting Missionary 
Emilia Berthelson, sent by Swedish Baptists to 
Estonia. No word had been heard from her for 
fifteen years. “We found Miss Berthelson—now 
12 years old—in good health, still active in the 
churches which have grown up as a result of her 
labor,” the Swedish Baptist leader said. 

He stated that Latvia has about 9,000 Baptists 
and Estonia the same. In Estonia last year 240 
baptisms were reported, and the number of church 
members increased slightly after a decade of 
steady decrease. In the Baltic states Baptists 
enjoy “freedom of worship” but not “freedom of 
religion”. In Moscow and Leningrad the spirit 
of the crowded churches and the genuinely friendly 
response which previous Baptist visitors reported 
were felt by the Swedish leaders. The singing was 
also impressive. They participated in two bap- 
tismal services at Easter. 

“In Moscow 23 women and nine men were bap- 
tied, in Leningrad 23 women and twelve men. 
Between a half and a third were under thirty 
years of age. Of the 520,000 Baptists in the 
Soviet Union, one-fifth are less than thirty. It 
can now definitely be said that the Baptists of 
the U.S.S.R. reach a considerable number of 
young people. The secret lies in the fact of 
the great personal activity of the church mem- 
bers. It is truly a case of ‘every Baptist a mis- 
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sionary’ for 12,000 are being baptized every 
year,” Dr. Sorenson declared. 

The chairman of the state’s Commission for 
the Non-Orthodox Churches told the Swedish 
delegation that an edition of 50,000 Bibles is in . 
production, with 10,000 being printed soon and 
the remaining 40,000 in the near future. “We saw 
a proof-copy of the new Baptist hymnal,” Dr. 
Sorenson said. 

“It is a remarkable fact that the Union of 
Evangelical Christian Baptists in the Soviet Union 
is the largest Baptist denomination in Europe and 
one of the largest in the world, and our abiding 
experience is that the gospel of Christ is not 
preached in vain,” the Swedish Baptists con- 
cluded. 


Dutch Baptists Celebrate Anniversary 


The 75th anniversary of the Baptist Union of 
Holland is being celebrated during 1956, with a 
special observance on Whitsun Monday (May 21) 
under the leadership of the Rev. F. E. Huizinga, 
the president and a member of the BWA Execu- 
tive Committee. A Jubilee fund has been raised 
to finance evangelistic work in the Southern (Ro- 
man Catholic) part of Holland, and a Jubilee 
book has been published on the work of the 
Union during recent years. The Union now has 
53 churches with 7,000 members. By contrast, 
in 1931 there were only 30 churches with 3,781 
members. 

During the annual sessions of the Union in 
March, the Baptists of Holland voted to establish 
a seminary. With the able help of the women’s 
and young people’s organizations, this can become 
a center of Baptist life and work in Holland. Dr. 
E. A. Bell and Dr. Josef Nordenhaug were present 
to inspire the members and advise them as to how 
to make their plans. 

Tragedy struck the Union when fire destroyed 
the church of Utrecht during February. The non- 
Baptist churches of this big city in the heart 
of Holland took up collections for the Baptist 
church, and other Baptist churches and persons 
in Holland sent contributions, but the damage was 
so great, the 170 members of the Utrecht Church 
will have to pay $15,000 to $20,000 above the 
insurance. Dr. Broertjes is pastor of the Utrecht 
congregation. 


Baptists of Britain Report Gains 


For the first time since 1926, the reports from 
the churches of the Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland indicate an upward turn in church mem- 
bership. For 1954 membership was 325,896; 
for 1955, 326,633. The increase was reported 
from 29 English counties and five Welsh coun- 
ties. Scotland also reports an increase. 

The number of baptisms increased during the 
year by 2,078 to a total of 9,973, the highest 
since 1934. 





Youth Leaders to Meet in Norway 


Gunter Wieske of Hamburg writes the national 
youth secretaries of Europe that the European 
Baptist Federation Youth Leadership Conference 
will take place in Norway August 27 to September 
1. The meetings will be held at Langesund near 
Oslo, in conjunction with the European Baptist 
Federation Council meetings. The goal is closer 
co-operation in Europe. Any Baptist who is on 
tour of Scandinavia in the summer of 1956 would 
be welcome to attend this conference. 


Baptists of Portugal Have Youth Week 


April 23-27 was observed by Portuguese young 
people as youth week in Lisbon. “An experiment 
in co-operative work and a special effort in evan- 
gelism”, this third Evangelistic Youth Week fea- 
tured testimonies, sacred music, reports of activities 
in the Unions represented, and sermons by the 
Rev. Joao Antonio Marques, pastor of Chanca 
and Santarem churches. A brief discussion of 
specific youth problems was held each night, on 
such topics as “The Young Christian and his 
devotional life, his church, his Christian testi- 
mony in amusements, and his service in the com- 
munity.” On the final evening, a special service 
in the Y.M.C.A. Hall included two guest preachers, 
one speaking to Christian young people, the other 
giving an evangelistic message. 

Brazilian missionary Helcio da Silva Lessa who 
fosters the Baptist youth work in Portugal an- 
nounces the Second National Biblical Conference 
next August in Leiria, the exact dates to be set. 
Some 80 young Baptists attended the first one. 


Baptists of Spain Continue to Witness 
The First Baptist Church of Valencia has a 


home at last. After four years of effort, per- 
mission was given by the Spanish Institute of 
Foreign Money Exchange and the property was 
bought February 28 in the name of the South- 
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. Missionaries 
Charles W. Whitten and Joseph W. Mefford, Jr., 
expressed the hope that the church will be able 
to occupy it soon, without difficulty. 

Meanwhile in another Spanish city, a prison 
guard who carried gifts of food sent by the 
women’s society of each of two churches to a 
Baptist woman jailed for reading the Bible to 
five others in her home (“an unauthorized meet- 
ing” according to the authorities) wants to at- 
tend an evangelical church. 

The prisoner, mother of four, has just been 
released after thirty days of complete isolation. 
Two men from another evangelical church were 
arrested—one of them for having distributed 
a few tracts, the other, not a Chistian, for having 
accepted a tract and saying that he believes he 
will become an evangelical. 

This prompted a Spanish policeman to assert 
that where there is now one Protestant in Spain, 
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there will soon be five or six! Such is the info. 
mation received by the Baptist Foreign Missio, 8 
ea 


Board of Richmond, Virginia, U.S.A. 
Jungschar Work Serves Teen-Agers 


Joc 


“Better trained leaders—for God!” is the mot 
for 1956 in German Baptist youth work, accor. 
ing to the Youth Secretary, Dr. Gunter Wieske} Bei 
The girls’ and boys’ groups (ten to fourtea) Ma 
years of age) and more recently the boys of fiftee} the 
to eighteen are being served in the Jungschq} bs 
work. In all parts of Western Germany and iy} 5# 
East Berlin short training courses for leaden} sP0 
were held, and in South Germany with tht ! 
dominant Roman Catholic influence group lead) 
ers received training even when they were com} {or 
pelled to travel 350 kilometers to the meetings Da 
The total number in such conferences was 50} st! 
with the largest single group, 120, at Dusseldort} Ba 


Women’s Department Secretary 


Miss E. Lois Chapple of London, England, 
is a Baptist deaconess. Born in England, sh}. 
was baptized and joined the church at the age 
of nine. At eighteen she took a course in the 

nursing of women ani 
children, and joined th 
staff of a London church. 
After three years’ service 
in England, she was ac 
cepted by the Baptist Mis 
sionary Society in 192 
and spent two years ata 
Missionary Training Col: 
lege. She sailed for China 
in 1923. She was forced to 
evacuate her mission sta 
tion in 1939 and worked 
with the National Christian Council of China for 
a year. Returning to England, she took up war 
time censorship work, and then became depute 
tion and organizing secretary of the Women’s De}. 
partment, Baptist Union of Great Britain ani 
Ireland, a position she has held since 1945. h 
1950 she attended the Baptist World congress 
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A., and was appointed hor 
orary secretary of the BWA Women’s Department. 


An average of 60 per cent of the teen-agers being 
reached by these leaders come from non-Christian 
homes. 

The goal is one Jungschar for girls and one 
for boys in each Baptist church. It is a supreme! 
evangelistic opportunity, for in some churche) 
the people still tend to think of such organize 
tions as superfluous and such young people | 5 
being better employed in household and field ‘ 
work, 

The Jungschar badge shows a cross whose end: 
reach out past a circle representing the earth. 
To qualify for the badge, members are expected 
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infor. ‘ 
ms to attend the meetings for at least three months, 
Tarn three songs and six Bible passages, and to 


locate a given Scripture in their- own Bibles. 


lebanese Baptists Rejoice in Progress 
Nott) 
oli The new auditorium of the Baptist Church in 


esk:) Beirut, with a capacity of 600, was dedicated 
rte) March 15 in the presence of the president of 
ftee the Republic of Lebanon, the American Am- 
cha} bassador to the country, and Dr. George W. 
d inf Sadler of the Baptist Foreign Mission Board which 
der sponsors missions in Lebanon. 

tht Revival services began April 22 in that church, 
lead and a week later in Tripoli, followed by services 
com} for a week each at Meya Meya, Bikfayah, Ain 
ing: Dara and Kefr Mishky. The earthquake which 
50) struck the country March 16 did no damage to 
lori} Baptist property, but did affect the attitude of 
the people, creating a rich opportunity for the 
gospel. 

“The Middle East world is in turmoil,” writes 
Missionary Finlay Graham of the Southern Bap- 
tit Mission, “but we believe that God has a mes- 
sage for this moment—the message of the cross, 
which we proclaim. Hearts are hungry. The 
Arab world needs direction.” 

Referring to the recent bombing of Gaza, he 
states that the Baptist hospital and school were 
not hit, but “Missionary Doctor Young spent 
eleven hours at one stretch doing emergency opera- 
tions on some 50 casualties brought in after the 
bombing.” 
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| Persecution Continues in Latin America 


On Sunday March 25 at the Baptist Mission at 
| Ciudad Guzman, Jalisco, Mexico, was attacked 
| by a mob led by priests. The worshippers in- 

side barred the windows and doors, and waited 
| in prayer until the local police and later fed- 
h eral troops arrived. Two policemen were wounded 

and several hundred dollars’ worth of damage was 
done to the property. 
According to Missionary Orvil W. Reid of 
Guadalajara in the same state, the Mission was 
begun in the home of a new convert, a widow, 
last October. The local priest attempted to inter- 
fere, and when she declined to stop the services, 
he offered to buy her house. She refused to sell 
and a few days later dynamite bombs thrown 
| upon the roof exploded at three o’clock in the 

morning. The widow sold the house to the Bap- 
| tit Mission instead, moving her possessions to 
a piece of property on which she tried to build 
a little home, and in her brief absence these 
were destroyed by fire. 

This is the second largest city in Jalisco, and 
j has no evangelical Christian church. The secre- 
tary of the city council, medical doctor, and sev- 
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eral businessmen have urged the missionaries to 
continue their work. 

In Colombia, on the continent of South America 
pressure against Protestants is mounting steadily, 
according to the New York Times correspondent. 
“It is a methodical campaign openly directed by 
the Colombian Roman Catholic clergy and abetted 
by the government. ... It aims at eradication 
of Protestantism in Colombia, a country of 12,- 
000,000 inhabitants, of whom 99 per cent are 
Catholics and only 25,000 are Protestants. As 
the keynote of the campaign, high Government 
officials and the clergy often equate Protestantism 
with Communism. There have been killings and 
beatings of Colombian Protestants, assaults on 
missionaries, of whom the majority are United 
States citizens, burning of churches, closings of 
schools run by United States Protestant missions, 
and legal chicanery on every level.” 

The Colombian Evangelical Confederation re- 
ported the following results of anti-Protestant 
persecution in 1955: 11 persons dead, 23 injured, 
7 churches burned, bringing the total since 1948 
to 46; 12 churches closed, 181 primary schools 
operated by missions closed, and 82 Colombians 
of Protestant faiths jailed for varying periods. 


Brazilian Students Minister to Prisoners 


A student from the South Brazil Seminary in 
Rio de Janeiro took it upon himself to go to the 
city jail to preach Christ in 1955. The rather 
phenomenal result is a Sunday school of 185 
pupils with a list of visitors larger than the 
enrolment (for lack of teachers for the number 
of classes needed to accommodate them), which 
meets from 7:30 to 9 A.M. Sunday, and regular 
Saturday afternoon evangelistic services with an 
attendance of 150-200. Numbers of prisoners 
have been converted—thirty at one service alone! 
—and some paroled prisoners on returning home 
have affiliated with the local Baptist church. 

So popular was the hymn-singing part of each 
service that the prisoners gladly copied the hymns 
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by hand, until a church presented them with a 
supply of hymnals for the prison. A library has 
been started and good books will be supplied 
as fast as possible. Other penal institutions in 
Rio have heard of this ministry and asked for 
it. 

A climax to this program was the presence of 
two trusties, on parole for Christmas, in the church 
services in Rio December 25. One came in from 
the suburbs, where he is completing his sentence 
working in a government tuberculosis sanitarium, 
and is due for discharge in 1957, to thank the 
church for the evangelistic work in the jail. 


North America 


Statement of Beliefs Issued by Leaders 


Prompted by the controversy over the Supreme 
Court’s order to integrate the public school sys- 
tem, and by irresponsible statements made by 
well-known persons on the subject, a joint state- 
ment was issued in April by Southern Baptist 
leaders, setting forth basic convictions. 

Recognizing that Southern and Negro Bap- 
tists are the largest Christian groups in the South- 
ern region of the United States and that “the 
consequences of failure to find a Christian solu- 
tion to the problems of tension in racial relations 
will rest more heavily upon them than upon 
others,” the leaders stated seven principles, the 
first three of which were: 

1. God created man in his own image, there- 
fore every man possesses infinite worth and should 
be treated with respect as a person. 

2. Christ died for all men, therefore the Chris- 
tian view of man—every man—must reflect the 
spirit of the Cross. 

3. God is no respecter of persons, therefore 
prejudice against persons or mistreatment of 
persons on the grounds of race is contrary to the 
will of God. 

BWA President Theodore F. Adams, Convention 
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President C. C. Warren, Convention ex-Presiden 
J. D. Grey, and BWA former Vice-President Louie 
D. Newton were among those who signed the 
statement. 


Students to Assist Missionaries Overseas 


Twenty young Baptists from Texas and abou 
forty from other states of the Southern Baptis 
Convention will spend the vacation period, June. 
July, and August, in Nigeria, Alaska, Hawaii 
and Mexico, helping the missionaries. They will 
conduct vacation Bible schools, teach Bible classes, 
preach, drive station wagons and ambulances, and 
serve in any way needed. Their travel and living 
expenses will be paid out of funds accumulated 
by themselves and fellow students who earned 
money by baby-sitting, washing cars, and selling 
papers. 


Young Baptists Minister to Non-Hearing 


A number of deaf members presented an op. 
portunity for some young people of the Wheat 
Street Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia. Since 
1948 a dynamic program has been offered under 
the leadership of the Rev. William Holmes Borders, 
and the instruction of Mrs. Carl Britain. The 
pastor, believing that deaf members possess all 
of the needs of normal individuals in the church 
family and most of the abilities, encouraged the 
younger members to adopt this unique form ol]! 
ministry. Mrs. Britain offered a class in sign 
language, taught the students how to interpret 
spiritual messages of songs, Scripture, and sermon 
during worship services, and trained several 
skilled dactylologists. 

As a result the deaf aré active as students ina 
Red Cross class, teachers of sign language, ushers, 
tithers, Sunday school and church leaders. The 
favorite hymn of both hearing and non-hearing 
members of Wheat Street now is “I Can Hear 
My Saviour Calling,” according to Juel Pate 
Borders, the pastor’s daughter. 


Foreign Secretary Emeritus Charles E. Maddry 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, U.S.A., and 
Mrs. Maddry celebrated their golden (50th) wed: 
ding anniversary and Dr. Maddry’s eightieth 
birthday April 15 at Hillsboro, North Carolina. 
The First Baptist Church there, of which he is 
pastor now, and of which he was pastor when}! 
he first entered the ministry a half century ago, 
gave a reception in their honor. 


Plans for 1959-64, leading up to the 150th 
anniversary of the organization of Baptists in the 
U.S.A., were discussed by the Evangelism Com 
mittee of the North American Conference of the 
Alliance meeting April 30 in Washington. South: 
ern Baptist Convention President C. C. Warren 
of Charlotte, North Carolina, is chairman. 





